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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the IMted States. 

2. Claims 29, 31 -34, 36, 39-46, and 54-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Denker (WO 98/18241). 

As to claims 29 and 45-46, Denker teaches a method for establishing a 
connection from an initiating subscriber (Tom) to a destination subscriber (Mary) in a 
telecommunication network (Fig. 1 , network 100) without the initiating subscriber 
knowing a permanent Identifier of the destination subscriber (page 2, line 34 through 
page 3, line 2), the method comprising: assigning a first anonymous identifier to the 
pernnanent identifier of the destination subscriber using a trust center (page 3, lines 3- 
17); recognizing the first anonymous identifier as an anonymous Identifier and routing 
the first anonymous identifier to the trust center using an associated active switching 
center (page 4, line 30 through page 5, line 5); determining the permanent Identifier of 
the destination subscriber from the routed first anonymous Identifier and transmitting the 
determined permanent identifier to the switching center using the trust center (page 4, 
line 30 through page 5, line 5); and establishing the connection to the destination 
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subscriber using the transmitted permanent identifier and tlie switching center (page 5, 
lines 11-14). 

As to claims 31 , 32, and 43, Denker teaches deleting the first anonymous 
identifier at a predetermined time after the assigning by an input of the destination 
subscriber, for example, Mary input / control how many times the handle may be used 
(page 6, lines 18 and 20). 

As to claim 33, Denker teaches the permanent identifier of the destination 
subscriber is capable of being assigned only one anonymous identifier at a time (page 
3, lines 1-2 - a conventional telephone number, a spoken utterance, or an encrypted 
message). 

As to claim 34, Denker teaches performing an authorization check before the 
assigning of the first anonymous identifier (page 6, lines 5-13). 

As to claim 36, Denker teaches requesting the assignment of the first anonymous 
identifier and communicating the assignment of the first anonymous Identifier using the 
Internet (page 5, lines 33-36). 

As to claims 39-42, Denker teaches requesting the assignment of the first 
anonymous identifier and communicating the assignment of the first anonymous 
identifier, at least one of the requesting and the communicating being performed using a 
data transmission using a multi-frequency method, short message, electronic mail, 
voice input and voice output (page 3, lines 1-2; page 5, line 33 through page 6, line 4). 

As to claim 44, Denker teaches requesting the assignment of the first anonymous 
identifier using a dialing by the destination subscriber of a permanent identifier of the 
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initiating subscriber and transmitting the first anonymous identifier to the initiating 
subscriber (page 6, lines 26 through page 7, line 10). 

As to claims 54 and 55, Denker teaches the telecommunication network includes 
a circuit-switched network and the anonymous identifier includes a respective telephone 
number (page 2. line 28 through page 3, line 2). 

As to claim 56, Denker teaches the telecommunications network includes a 
network for transmitting data including at least one of video data, audio data and textual 
messages and wherein at least one of the permanent identifier (page 9, lines 3-13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained thou^ the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 30, 35, 37-38, and 49-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Denker (WO 98/18241 ). 

As to claims 30, 37-38 and 49-52, Denker teaches a trust center includes a code 
server and a service control function (Fig. 1, CCP, processor, database) of the 
telecommunication network (Fig. 1, network 100) and wherein the routing the 
anonymous identifier using the switching center and the transmitting the determined 
permanent identifier to the switching center are performed using a service switching 
function (page 4, line 30 through page 5, line 5). Denker does not explicitly teach the 
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telecommunication network includes an intelligent network; transmitting via ISON-D 
channel. Intelligent network and ISDN are well known in the art of telecommunication 
and the advantage of having intelligent network and ISDN are also well known. For 
example, subscriber can add / delete services very quickly and efficiently. 

As to claim 35, Denker does not teach outputting an error message using the 
trust center when an assignment is not possible. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was nnade to incorporate the above 
mentioned feature in Denker's system thus making the system more efficient and user 
friendly by informing the subscriber when there is an discrepancy situation occurred. 

5. Claims 47-48 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Denker (WO 98/18241) in view of Solomon et al. (U.S. Patent 4,847,890). 

As to claims 47-48, and 53, Denker does not teach the connection to the 
destination subscriber Is a return call and further comprising informing the destination 
subscriber, using a perceivable signaling, that the return call is being established using 
an anonymous identifier; and establishing the connection being automatically performed 
upon a completion of the perceivable signaling after the confirming. 

Solomon et al. teaches the connection to the destination subscriber is a retum 
call and further comprising informing the destination subscriber, using a perceivable 
signaling, that the retum call is being established using an anonymous identifier; and 
establishing the connection being autonfiatically performed upon a completion of the 
perceivable signaling after the confirming (col. 5, lines 4-47). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the feature mentioned above, as taught by Solomon, 
in Denker's system thus making the system more efficient by allowing the subscriber to 
return call as his or her convenient time. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quynh H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:15 A.M. to 
4:45 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infornriatlon regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see httD://Dair-dlrect.usDto.aov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Quynh H. Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2642 



